
 

Randwick Petersham v Cricket Ireland 
The New Balance Community Cricket Week 

International Cup 
 

There had been quite a buzz around Randwick Petersham Cricket Club for many months at the prospect of hosting a match against 
the ICC 2015 Cricket World Cup contender Ireland. The game had been set down for Friday 6 February at the “Randy Petes’” home 
ground, the picturesque sea-side Coogee Oval and was to be the culmination of a week of practice and preparatory work for the 
Ireland squad. And to add to the excitement, just prior to their arrival, Ireland was granted full One Day International (ODI) status.  
 
This was the first opportunity for Randwick Petersham to have a taste of international competition with the result every member 
of the current 1st Grade team made themselves available for the clash despite it being played on a work day. Initial discussions 
for the composition of the team surrounded it being a Randwick Petersham Invitational XI.  It was also a big occasion for the local 
community as they had not been treated to a sporting match of such stature since the All Blacks played Randwick Rugby Club at 
Coogee in 1988 before a crowd of over 9,000.   
 
The match was the outcome of a discussion some 18 months earlier between two of the cricket club’s promising young 
administrators, John Stewart and John McLoughlin.  Stewart (29) is the enthusiastic curator of the club’s museum located in the 
Coogee Oval pavilion while McLoughlin (34) is the developer and manager of the club’s website. Both captain club teams and also 
sit on the sponsorship committee.  
 
During a general conversation between the two about raising the profile of the club, the possibility of hosting a World Cup 
contender prior to the event in February 2015 was discussed. McLoughlin had experienced a similar situation with Finedon Dolben 
a club he played with in the UK hosting the New Zealand team prior to the Champion’s Trophy.  It was felt that maybe one of the 
lower-profile teams such as Ireland could be interested in playing a Sydney club team and a few enquiries may be worthwhile. The 
fact Coogee has a high Irish population was also a carrot. 
 
Those talks resulted in Stewart sowing the seed with a media contact he had at Cricket Ireland (CI). Shortly after he was liaising 
with CI’s Performance Director Richard Holdsworth over an extended period. With the matter “gaining legs” club President Mike 
Whitney, himself a World Cup participant in 1992, was approached for formal approval to proceed with arrangements. By this 
time discussions had centered on the Ireland team being located in Coogee for almost a week and being part of a community 
cricket promotion program while using the club’s facilities for the teams’ practice and preparatory sessions.  
 
And while the many logistical issues created a challenge, not the least of which was funding, the dedication of joint event directors 
Stewart and McLoughlin along with Whitney and a host of volunteers, particularly Jarryd Biviano, Nick Saady, Anyes McLean, Alan 
Vaughan and Damien Sidney, left no stone unturned in ensuring that everything that could be put in place was in place prior to 
the visitors arrival. At a dinner in Sydney during an acclimatisation tour by CI officials Roy Torrens (manager) and Phil Simmons 
(coach) in October 2014 it was clear that the arrangements outlined by Stewart, Whitney and club CEO David Holland left them in 
no doubt of the Randwick  Petersham commitment to providing Ireland with the best preparation possible. 
 
The leading sports footwear and apparel organisation New Balance was chosen as naming rights sponsor because of its entry into 
the cricket market and its exposure as a well-known sporting brand. Furthermore, the company paralleled Randwick Petersham’s 
vision of promoting cricket within a community context. The outcome was that the event was billed the “New Balance Community 
Cricket Week”. 
 
In a message to the local community Mike Whitney said “Having Ireland in Sydney is great news for all cricket fans and Randwick 
Petersham Cricket Club is delighted to be able to host them during their time here. It will be a great thrill for our players to watch 
them train and our match against them at Coogee Oval on Friday 6 February should be a cracker, with our guys keen to test 
themselves against a quality International side. We hope that all the Irish fans in Sydney can come down and enjoy the day.” 
 
With the Cricket Ireland squad settled in at the nearby Coogee Sands Apartments and Randwick City Council hosting an official 
welcoming reception, the week began with a number of community programs including a coaching clinic attended by over 60 local 
school children. CI players Andrew Balbirnie, Alex Cusack, Stuart Thompson, Craig Young and Peter Johnson participated along 
with RPC leading players, in conjunction with Cricket NSW Game Development Officers. All were brilliant in organising the kids in 
fielding drills, ball skills and a high catching competition. Centre wicket practice sessions and net bowling also enabled the club’s 
up-and-coming bowlers namely, Nathan Ellis, Nicholas Stapleton, Hayden McLean, Jack Preddey, Adam Semple and Jaya Murdita, 
to challenge players of international experience. The Irish were greatly impressed with young 2nd Grade leg-spinner Preddey that 
they requested his attendance at every training session.  
 
And while the weather leading up to match day was more Irish than it was Aussie, dawn on Friday 6 February brought clear and 
sunny skies. The marquee was erected, sponsors signs decorated the entire perimeter, the flags were flying and groundsmen were 
putting the final touches to what was to be the most historic day for Randwick Petersham since it arose from the Randwick / 
Petersham-Marrickville merger 14 years earlier. 



 
With the national anthems sung and the team photos snapped, Ireland batted first after skipper William Porterfield had called 
correctly at the toss. Porterfield is Ireland’s most successful captain having led the Ireland side on more than 100 occasions since 
assuming the leadership from former North Sydney and NSW fast bowler Trent Johnston. He also has hit six ODI centuries.  
 
Paul Stirling and Porterfield opened on a beautifully prepared flat pitch, ideal for limited-overs cricket. With the score on 24 RPC’s 
promising young left-armer Daniel Sams had Stirling caught in the covers off a slower ball for 16. Former 17 times England ODI 
player Ed Joyce who scored a century at the Sydney Cricket Ground to enable England to defeat Australia in 2007 joined his captain 
and the pair put on 87 before Nathan Price snuck one through Joyce’s defence to see him gone for 49 after 23 overs. 
 
After a quick-fire 31 off 32 balls by Niall O’Brien and the departure of Porterfield for 74 off 107, the scene was set for a thrilling 
final 10 overs with the total an impressive 4-204. However the young “Randy Petes” side with eight enthusiastic players aged 23 
and under, stuck to their guns with the ball and in the field restricting the Emerald Islanders to 7-255 after their 50 overs. Six 
bowlers had shared the wickets with skipper Adam Semple returning best figures of 2-24. 
 
At lunchtime, Mike Whitney gave a heart-felt welcoming address in the company of the Irish Ambassador, the President and other 
officials from Cricket Ireland, Randwick City Council representatives, local members of Parliament and a host of sponsors. 
Immediately after, Ryan Higgins, a young recruit for the season from Middlesex and wicket-keeper / batsman Anthony Sams, who 
had scored a century in 1st Grade the previous week opened the batting as the sun came out in full force.  
 
Higgins was the first casualty for 12 with the score on 22 but Sams and Price got together in a 101 runs stand in 16 overs before 
Peter Chase had Price caught for 51 off 71 balls. But that didn’t slow the pace as Alex Kemp, who played six times for Queensland 
three years ago, joined Sams in a 59 runs partnership in 11 overs to get the score to 3-182 before Kemp departed for 31.  
 
When Sams was caught on the mid-wicket boundary for 80 off 84 balls with six fours and two sixes, the score-line read 4-200 with 
13 overs to go. An upset was on the cards and when Daniel Sams (27 off 27) and Semple (33 not out off 29 with five fours and a 
six) swung the bat to reach 5-256 the unexpected had occurred—a Randwick Petersham victory by five wickets with seven overs 
remaining. The magnificent Waterford Crystal donated trophy on display in the marquee would have a home in Coogee!  
 
Craig Young was the best of the Cricket Ireland bowlers taking 3-68 off 8.5 overs with Peter Chase (1-20) and Max Sorensen (1-36) 
the other wicket takers. Randwick Petersham’s Anthony Sams was named man of the match. 
 
The performance of Randwick Petersham to defeat an international side was quite outstanding and went a long way towards 
putting the club in the forefront of the cricketing world. “I told the boys not to miss the chance to win against an international 
side,” a thrilled Mike Whitney said after the match. “Some of our guys may go onto higher representation, but for others, this will 
be the pinnacle of their cricketing lives. This was such a hard challenge, but the way the club has pulled together in the last 12 
months, capped off by a wonderful cricket match, you can’t be a prouder person than I am.” 
 
A purpose of the match was to also build strong cricket ties with a fast rising national cricket organisation which appears certain 
to have been achieved with Cricket Ireland. Its progress in the ICC World Cup competition was followed with great interest and 
enthusiasm by Randwick Petersham Cricket Club members and supporters whose cheers could be heard from Petersham to 
Coogee when Ireland defeated West Indies in Nelson, New Zealand in their first match. With wins also against Zimbabwe and UAE 
they finished equal fourth in the preliminary matches with West Indies and there was real disappointment throughout the 
Randwick Petersham ranks when they missed a place in the semis based on a lower net run rate.   
 
Another attraction in ensuring stronger future ties with Cricket Ireland lies in the various bonds already existing between both 
bodies. Mike Whitney and Phil Simmons are two who go back some way having been adversaries in a number of Test matches and 
ODI’s while a former Randwick Petersham 1st Grade captain Matthew Mott was CI’s assistant coach. Another CI staffer, analyst 
Peter Johnson, played with the club in its first season in 2001-02. And while he was sent home with a broken jaw after showing 
plenty of promise hitting two centuries in lower grades, it was pleasing to see him later named as coach of Ireland in their clash 
with England in May 2015.  Two other Irishman have featured in grade at RPC.  Gary Kidd, now playing first-class in Ireland for 
NCU Northern Knights and Donal Vaughan. And the memory of Richard Holdsworth in recalling himself as a youngster bowling to 
Mike Whitney in the nets at Gloucestershire in 1981 adds to an impressive connection list.   
 
After the match Holdsworth sent an email from Dublin containing the following comments:  
“Just so disappointed I was not with you all in Coogee to see it all for myself. The Cricket Ireland Team and Management are 
indebted to you all for such making them feel so welcome, bending over backwards to support their needs, and for organising 
such a tremendous week ahead of the ICC World Cup. Whilst I shall say little over your wonderful victory (we know we need to be 
better than that!), the players have had great preparation ahead of next week when it gets that much more serious, and we could 
not have done it without your commitment and hard work. The players felt they lived in Ireland (apart from the weather!) by the 
time they left with so many locals supporting them. We really are so grateful to you all for your efforts and please pass on our 
thanks to the club and all the volunteers who supported us so well. Thank you all again for all the efforts this week, and best of 
luck for the rest of the season.” 
 



Cricket Ireland President Joe Doherty commented “I arrived in Sydney late on Thursday night, in time to rock up at Coogee Oval 
the following morning to support the Ireland XI in the friendly organised as the climax to the squad's week long training camp 
provided by the Randwick Petersham club. The setting is 100 yards from a golden beach of which Donegal would be proud and a 
similar distance from the team hotel overlooking the ocean - the most idyllic cricket setting imaginable”. 
 
Ireland wicket-keeper and former Surrey County captain Gary Wilson wrote in his World Cup Diary: “I’ve got to say they (Randwick 

Petersham) are taking their hosting duties unbelievably seriously, guys have taken the week off work to help with work on the 

ground, there are flags and posters advertising the week up all around town and everywhere we walk people want to talk to us 

about our chances. It really has been a first class effort by all concerned.” In support of Wilson’s notation, Phil Simmons and Roy 

Torrens said they “had no complaints and the team did not go wanting throughout the week.” 

In a fitting conclusion to New Balance Community Cricket week, local Federal Member of Parliament Matt Thistlethwaite stood in 
the House of Representatives in Canberra the following Tuesday reporting on the match and activities of the event while thanking 
both Randwick Petersham and Cricket Ireland for their wonderful contribution to cricket and the community. And he did so proudly 
wearing the Randwick Petersham green and gold tie presented to him by club President Mike Whitney during the course of the 
historic match.  
 
The club would like to place on record its deep appreciation and gratitude to our two event directors John Stewart and John 
McLoughlin who did an outstanding job. Without their foresight and dedication it is doubtful that the event would have gone 
ahead let alone be as successful as it was.  

In addition to those mentioned above, the club wishes to thank Karl Schubert who did a great job as ground announcer, David 
Townsend media liaison, Damien Sidney (entire week assistance), Garry Brack (ground preparation), Jeremy Jastrzab, Ed House, 
Rehaan Nawaz, Nathan Stares and Aden Nawaz (match day assistance). And special thanks to Anyes McLean who handled the 
merchandise and ran the raffles; Sara Wilson and Suzanne Sams in the marquee; Robin Gardner and Fay Semple in the canteen, 
Brian Semple and Errol Sams on the BBQ; Chris McLeod and Ian Wright for their work on the scorebooks and to the members of 
the committee for their involvement, guidance and support. 

The Scorecard 
New Balance Community Cricket Week  

Coogee Oval 
6th February 2015 

 IRELAND RANDWICK PETERSHAM 
  R BF Min 4s 6s   R BF Min 4s 6s 
*W Porterfield       c Price b Ellis 74 107 163 3 0 R Higgins c O’Brien b Young 12 9 10 3 0 
P Stirling         c Chhibber b D Sams 16 17 21 1 0 +A Sams c Wilson b Sorensen 80 84 142 6 2 
E Joyce       b Price 49 62 64 3 2 N Price c Sorensen b Chase 51 71 73 4 2 
+N O’Brien       c D Sams b McLean 31 32 39 0 2 A Kemp c Wilson b Young 31 45 40 0 1 
A Balbirnie      c Semple b Eaton 26 29 41 2 0 D Sams c Balbirnie b Young 27 27 44 4 1 
G Wilson  c Stapleton b Semple 24 25 33 2 1 *A Semple not out 33 29 32 5 1 
S Thompson         b Semple 15 25   33 0 1 S Eaton not out  0 0 2 0 0 
M Sorenson  not out 9 11 12 0 1 J Scicluna dnb      
A McBrine  not out  1 2 5 0 0 N Stapleton dnb      
C Young 
P Chase  

dnb 
dnb 

     S Chhibber 
N Ellis 

dnb 
dnb  

     

Extras                      (nb 1, w 4, b 0, lb 5)               10 
Total                                                                  7-255     Overs 50 
FOW: 24 (Stirling) 111 (Joyce) 164 (O’Brien) 203 (Porterfield) 204 (Balbirnie) 
237 (Thompson) 248 (Wilson)   

Extras                    (nb 1, w 14, b 4, lb 3)     22 
Total                                                           5-256      Overs 43.5 
FOW:  22 (Higgins) 123 (Price) 182 (Kemp) 200 (A Sams) 247 (D Sams)  

  O M W R Nb Wd  O M W R Nb Wd 
N Ellis 8 0 1 33 0 0 C Young 8.5 1 3 68 0 4 
D Sams 7 0 1 37 1 3 M Sorensen 8 0 1 36 0 1 
N Stapleton 6 0 0 28 0 0 A McBrine 10 0 0 32 0 6 
S Chhibber 6 0 0 37 0 0 P Stirling 8 0 0 51 0 0 
N Price 
A Semple  
S Doggett  
H McLean 
S Eaton                                                   

6 
5 
4 
4 
4 

0 
0 
1 
0 
0 

1 
2 
0 
1 
1 

34 
24 
17 
28 
12 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 
0 
0 
0 

   0 
 

S Thompson 
P Chase 

4 
4 

0 
0 

0 
1 

42 
20 

1 
0 

3 
0 

              
Umpires: Khoo Chai Huat and Muhammed Qureshi  Scorers: Chris McLeod and Ian Wright  Managers: Roy Torrens (Ire.) and Alan Vaughan (RPC) 

Coaches: Phil Simmons (Ire.) / Simon Cook and Peter Devlin (RPC) Man of the Match: Anthony Sams (RPC) 
RANDWICK PETERSHAM WON BY 5 WICKETS 

 


